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JOHN   B.   HARMON   AND   FAMILY. 


Nortlu-rn   Ohio    is   justly  noteil  for  tlic  inlclli-  miles  off  up  tlic  mountains.     1  lis  father,  Rciihcn 

gence,  eiicr);y,  integrity,  and  thrift  of  her  people.  Harmon,    Jr.,  was   an  extensive  landholder,  and 

Her  pioneers  came  from   the    hest  New  iMigland  '    had  heen  a  member  of  the  Vermont    Legislatuie 

families.     'J'hey  came  with  the  grand   purpose  of  or  assemldy  for  a  number  of  terms,  and  had   the 

founding  a  new  Sta'e  in  which  the  rights  of  man  privilege  of  coining  copper   coins    upon  his  own 

and    the    conseijuent    happiness    of    the    ])eople  responsibility,    which  was  in    those  days  no   light 

should  be  am|)ly  secured.      They  had  the  knowl-  '    distinctiijn.      In  i  796  he  purchased  of  Samuel  ff. 

edge  and  the  means  requisite  to  a  greater  degree  Parsons,    five    luindred    acres  of  land  embracing 

than  almost  any  other  ]jortion  of  the  West.    'I'hey  llie    "salt   s|irings,''    in    W'eatheislield    townslii]i, 

foresaw  the  hardships  they  would  have  to  endure,  [    and  went    there    in  the  summer  or   fall  of   1797, 

but  liad  the    will   to    fa(  e    them  with  unswerving  1    and    began   the    manul'a(.ttne    of   salt,    returning 

courage.     The   toils,   privations,  and    f.itigues  of  '    home  m  the  S|:iring. 

pioneer  life  fail  ujjon  none  more  hc.ivily  than  the  It  is  not  known  to  the  writer   whether    he    left 

jihysician  who   enjoys   the    general    support,  and  any  one  to  cijnlinue  the  sail  inanufactiire  during 

ministers  faithfully  to  the  wants  of  such  a  settle-  I    the  suiinner  or  not,  hut  ea(  h  fall   and   winter   he 

ment.      'I"he    |)ioiieer  doctors   of  northern   Ohio  1    returned  and  continued  the  business,  and  erected 

were   admirably   htted   for   their   work.     .Strong,  a  cabin  to  become  the  lutuie  home  of  his  family, 

enduring  in  body,  sagacious  and  fertile  of  mind,  In  the  early  spring    of   i  Soo   he  retmned  to  \'er- 

resolute  and  daring,  they  went  everywhere  among  I    mont  and  prepared  foi  the  final   removal    to    the 

the   settlers,    lights    amid    tlaikness,     beacons    of  new    held,  which    seemed    to    promise   so    nuu  h 

liope  in  hours  of  |ieril,  and   almoners  of  help   in  to  one  of  lis  vig(3r  and   activity.      .\n  old  settler 

time  of  need.      Of  no  one  of  them  is  this   more  ;    of  Warren,  |ohn  I'.walt,    said  of  him,   "He   was 

rigidly  true,    than    of  the   .subject  of  this  sketch.  ■    the  smartest  man  I  ever  knew,  and  Doctor  John 

Six  Icet  tall,  with  a  roun;!,  full  chest,  a  bundle  of  I!,  is  exactly    hke    him.      Looks    like  him,    w.ilks 

muscle   and  nerve   of  the    lincst    ipi.ilitv,  a  high,  like  him,  l.ilks  like  him,    is  cxaclK  like  him  in  .ill 

square    forehead    jultmg   ovei    deep,    bluish-gray  respects."      lie  illustrated  his   idea  of  smartness 

eyes,  whose  smile  C(juld  hold  the  love  of  , woman  by  adding  that  "he  was  a  general    business    man 

at   their   pleasure,    or    whose    frown  C(juld  cow   a  to  dr.iw  deeds,  contracts,  and  settle  disputes.    He 

fiend,   he   commanded   the   life  long   respect  and  (duld    (imveise    with    a     room    full    of     jieople, 

friendship  of  the  early  pioneers    of  the    Western  I'll'teen  or  twent)-,  .ill  at  cuii  e,  hear  them  tell  their 

Reserve.      This  imposed  upon  him  an  amount  of  story,  and    wiile    at    the    same    time,    and    when 

work    and     responsibility    which     very    few    men  tlone  no  word  h,id  to  be  erased  or  another  to  be 

cotild  ever  have  met  so  well.  put  in.      He  could  do  as  many   things  at    a  time 

His  early  life  fitted  him  for  the  part   he  was  to  as    he    needed    to,    and    do    each   exactly  right.'' 

play  in  alter  life.      In  helping  his  father  carry  on  i    While   the    fe.it   is  not  so  very  difficult  to  one  ac- 

a  large    farming    l)usiness    in    \erinont,  he  early  j    customed  to  such  work,  it  doubtless  ind...-les  an 

began   a   life   of  ex|:)0sure,    often   going    through  '    unusual  ex|)ertness  and  aicur.icy. 

the  winter  storms  on  foot,  with  his  dog  and  gun,  i         Having  all  things  ready,  the  family    started   in 

from    the  home   or    X'allev   farm    to  one  several  |    lune   for   the    far    West.      Resides    his  wife,  tour 
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dauf^hters  and  four  sons,  the  vo'jngt-st,  Reu- 
ben third,  being  a  babe  three  niontlis  old,  he 
brought  a  family  with  him  by  the  name  of  Barnes, 
who  afterwards  settled  in  Fowler.  While  wend- 
ing their  slow  way  thither,  fresh  distmbames 
with  the  Indians  occurred,  and  they  lialted  some 
time  at  lieaver,  so  that  they  did  not  ariive  at  the 
salt  s[)rings  till  August. 

\'otmg  Haimon  had  begun  the  study  of  medi- 
cine in  1796,  with  Dr.  jmi.ih  Blackmer,  and  was 
prepared    to   iiractice   so   fir  as  the  wants  of  the 
family   and   the  tew  scattered  settlers  should  re- 
quire.    In  the  spring  of  1806  Reuben   Harmon, 
Jr.,  returned   to    Vermont    to    hnish   settling   his 
business   there.      Me   took   with   him    his   son  to 
pursue  study  further  with  Dr.  liiacknier,  who  had 
married  his  elder  sistei    Ruth,  and   was   a  skillliil    ! 
physician  in  Dorset,  \'erm(jnt.      Upon  his  return 
west  Reuben  Harmon  found  the  agent  whom  lie    ] 
had  left  in   charge   of  the  salt  works   had    disnp 
peared     with     $:,ooo,    part     of    which    he    had    j 
collected     fiom     sales    of    salt,    anil     part     had 
been   sent    on  before  his  return.      Thus  stripped 
of  his   means    lie   was   (  ailed   to   all    the    liardcr 
work    for   the    support    of    his    Limily.       In    the 
midst   of  it    he   was   taken    with   fever,  and  died 
Oclober,29,  1S06,  in  the  fifty  seventh  year  of  his 
age.      His  loss  was  a  sad  blow  to  his  fimilv,  and 
caused    much  inconvenience  to  the  settlement. 
For   nearly   ten    years    he   had    made  them  their 
salt,  and  been  a  leading  man  among  them.      He 
had  been  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational church   of  Rupeit,  \'ermont,   and   in 
1S03  united  by  letter  with  the  ]'"irst  !'resl)\terian 
church  of  Warren,  and  was  noted  for  his  decided 
pietv,  kindness  to  all,  and  rigid  integrity.      F'rom 
a  condition  of  independence  and  [Jtijspei  live  af- 
fluence, the  family  were  left  in  comparative  pov- 
erty.     His  widow   proveil  equal  to  the  occasion. 
Ruth  Rising  was  a  daughter  I'f  .\aron  and   .\nna 
Rising,    of    .Suftield,    Connecticut;    was    married 
to  Mr.  Harmon  in  .September,  1774.      She  was  a 
resolute,  capable  woman,  above  average   height, 
of  a  broad,   muscular   build,    sociable,    cheerful, 
and  of  indomitable  patience  and  perseverance. 

IHiring  the  war  ot  the  Revolution  Reuben 
Harmon,  Jr.,  was  in  the  revolutionary  army,  and 
his  wife  either  resided  with  Ins  father  at  Sunder 
lantl,  Massachusetts,  or  was  there  on  a  visit 
when  it  was  burned  by  the  Rritish  and  Indians. 
Mrs.  Harmon  caught  an   unbroken  colt  in  the 


field  and  mounted  it,  bare-back,  with  a  babe 
three  weeks  old  in  lier  arms,  and  lied  wliile  the 
smoke  ol  her  husband's  early  home  mllcd  up  be- 
hind her.  ( )nc  of  such  pluck  was  well  fitted  lo  be 
the  (irst  white  wnmaii  in  W'e.ilhersfuld  tDwiiship. 
■•'earless  amid  senulinsiile  Indians,  and  sirong 
in  ever)-  hour  nf  trial.  The  babe  she  had  cairied 
in  lier  arms  during  ihe  long  journev  west  was 
scalded  to  death  in  iSoj.  .M.iy  loth  ot  that 
year  their  youngest  child,  F,li/a,  who  afterwards 
married  Reuben  .Allen,  and  died  in  Illinois 
March  2,  1S5C,  was  born.  She  was  a  lively 
girl,  full  of  song  and  miith,  a  favorite  in  social 
gatherings,  and  an  unfailing  fountain  of  cheer 
wherever  she  went. 

One  day  Mrs.  Harmon  was  left  alone  in  the 
cabin  and  three  intoxicated  Indians  intruded 
with  threatening  demands  for  more  whiskey, 
which  she  stmdily  refused,  and  h.id  a  hard  day's 
Work  to  keep  them  I'lom  violence.  At  dark  young 
Harmon  relumed  from  a  day's  hunling.  .\while 
after  supper  the  Indians  became  again  more 
violent,  especially  one  of  them,  ''I'.ig  Rill''  as  he 
was  called,  who  eiu'ied  the  young  while's  skill  with 
llie  rille,  was  determined  on  whiskey  or  a  fight. 
\'(_>ung  Harmon  inslantly  threw  him,  and  bumped 
his  head  soundly  on  llie  heartli,  and  bade  him 
lie  there  until  morning.  When  he  left  he 
brought  his  gun  to  his  shoulder,  and  pointing  to 
Harmon  gave  a  whoop  of  vengeance.  .After  that 
Rig  Rill  anil  the  young  dot  lor  when  out  hunting 
kept  one  eye  for  deer  and  one  eye  for  the  '-the 
first  shot."  .A  sudden  attack  of  lung  fever  soon 
aflei  ended  the  siiife.  Passing  the  camp  toward 
night,  Dr.  Harmon  heard  loud  lamentations. 
Coing  in  he  found  his  enemy  in  the  last  agonies 
of  pain,  and  was  glad  that  he  was  relieved  from 
shooting  hiui  01   being  shot  himself 

Such  ini  ideiiis  disclose  some  of  the  S[)ecial 
penis  of  the  new  settlers. 

Mrs.  Harmon  met  all  her  trials  with  rare  for- 
titude and  .sagacity.  She  spent  the  last  few  years 
ot  her  life  in  Warren,  at  the  hoines  of  Dr.  Hai- 
mon and  her  son,  Heman  R.  Harmon,  at  whose 
house— a  brick  on  the  corner  of  .\Lain  street 
and  Franklin  alley,  which  he  had  etecte<l  with 
the  aid  of  his  father-in-law,  Ceorge  I'arsons, 
about  iSj9or  i.S,;o-  -she  died,  .\pril  10,  iSj6, 
in  her  seventy-eighth  year,  of  congestion  ol  the 
lungs.  She  kept  bright,  cheeifiil,  and  active, 
with    a  large  share  of  the  enjoyments  of  a  lipe 
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old  a,L;e.  She  was  ;i  member  of  the  Methodist 
cluirch  in  Warren  fur  many  years,  and  died  in 
the  full  hopes  of  such  a  failli.  Thus  much  of 
the  parents  of  l)r.  Harmon.  His  grandfather, 
Reuben  Harmon,  was  the  siMy-fourth  descendant 
of  John  Harman  (so  spelled  in  the  records),  who 
immigrated  from  lilngland  prior  to  1644,  when 
he  settled  in  Springlield,  Massachusetts,  and 
died  January  7,  1660.  Reuben  was  his  great- 
grandson,  born  at  Sunderland,  Massachusetts,  or 
perhaps  at  Springfield,  l-'ebruary  iS,  1714,  and 
married  I'Ainice  I'arsons,  of  Sufheld,  Connecti- 
cut, August  25,  1739.  He  died  at  Rutland, 
Vermont,  September  6,  1794.  His  widow  died 
there  November  18,  1803,  aged  eighty-six  years. 
He  sold  his  real  estate  in  Suffield  in  1759.  In 
1776  he  became  a  large  land  owner  in  Rupert. 
In  1779  he  bought  one  hundred  and  seventy 
acres  in  Rutland,  and  sorjn  aftei  moved  there, 
and  was  selectman  and  justice  of  the  peace  in 
17S0.  June  30,  1780,  he  conveyed  to  his  son 
Oliver,  in  Rutland,  ninety  acies  of  land,  and  to 
his  son  keuben,  |r.,  of  Rupert,  ninety  acres. 
Some  forty-live  deeds  passed  to  and  h(jm  Reu- 
ben and  Reuben,  Ir.,  in  the  coiuse  of  a  few 
years.  Dr.  Jtjhn  II.  appears  to  have  had  a  lean- 
ing to  laiRl  also,  for  in  1803  he  b(.night  of  his 
father  two  luii.dred  and  filty  acres  of  the  Salt 
Spring  tract  for  $2,500  in  currency,  which  was 
refold  in  1 S06.  He  became  the  owner  after- 
wards of  some  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  m 
Warren  tow  nship,  and  i  arried  on  farming  quite 
extensively.  He  devoted  special  care  to  raising 
thoroughbred  horses,  but  kept  also  choice  cattle 
and  .Merino  slieep,  and  inve^teil  in  mules  also 
to  a  large  extent.  He  m.ide  himself  the  first 
horse  \A\sr  usi  d  m  lliis  sci  lion,  liom  a  leiu  e  i.nl, 
eleven  leel  long,  m  uhu  li  .i  lew  long  teeth  were 
put,  and  Iwi)  slakes  fur  liaiulles.  I  Inching  a 
large  stallion  called  "  llui  k  (./.s<  ai  "  (a  lacer  who 
had  nevei  had  harness  on  hefoie)  10  ibis,  he 
raked  up  in  the  afleinoim  lune  acres  of  heavy 
grass.  The  weight  of  the  rake  and  rapid  gait  of 
the  horse  made  this  a  very  hard  feat.  Tlie  stout- 
est of  his  hired  men  (cuild  not  repeat  it.  When 
this  rake  was  broken  a  (ijw  years  later  Hugh 
Riddle,  who  was  in  Warren  temporal ily,  made 
him  a  light  one,  but  it  was  not  until  seveial  yeais 
later  he  could  persuade  his  brother  farmers  to 
give  up  the  hand  rake. 

.At  an  early  day  he  established  his  brother,  I  le- 


man  R.  Harmon,  in  trade  under  the  firm  name  of 
Harmon  lirolheis.  The  store  was  on  the  west  side 
of  Main  street,  south  of  one  formerly  occuiiied 
by  l'"phiaim  (Juinby.  In  connection  with  Walter 
King  they  built  the  three  story  brick  in  1827-28, 
known  as  the  King  and  Harmon  block,  which 
was,  in  /\pril,  18S2,  torn  down.  Harmon 
Brothers  occupied  the  north  half,  kec]3ing  drugs 
in  the  south  end  and  dry-goods  in  the  north  end. 
It  had  a  liandsoiue  cherry  circular  counter,  and 
was  regarded  as  a  grand  affair  in  its  day.  King 
occu])ied  the  south  end  of  liis  half  with  a  jewelry 
store.  Henry  Stiles  had  the  iKjrth  part  of  King's 
half  (a  se[iarate  room)  for  a  saddleiy  store. 
There  the  late  Edward  F,.  Hoyt,  James  Hoyt, 
and  O.  II.   I'ati  h,  learned  the  saddler's  trade. 

Harmon  Brothers  lost  largely  by  outside  busi- 
ness, dealing  in  I  allle,  ( locks,  etc.,  and  by  en- 
dorsing for  others.  In  1832  they  I. tiled.  The 
debts  were  eventually  paid,  by  I 'r.  Harmon 
mostly,  I)ut  the  toss  stript  him  of  his  farms,  and 
imijosed  on  him  the  necessity  of  prolonged  toil 
in  his  profession.  He  never  did  business  in  the 
store  hinisell",  but  his  surplus  earnings  were  ab- 
sorbed by  It.  In  fact,  his  whole  life  was  hel[iUil 
to  others  far  more  than  to  himselt. 

Upon  the  death  of  his  father,  he    naturally  as- 
sumed  the    guidance    of   the    famil)'.      \\'hile   at 
Dorset  he  wiole  his  biothers  Hiram  and  Hen'ian 
"to  be  (  are'ul  of   their  leisure  hours,  to  shun   all 
bad  habits,  stutly  evenings,  s(j  as  to  fit  themselves 
lor  lulure  usefulness  and    honorable   positions  in 
life,  and  to  cherish  always  a   reverent    regard   tor 
ihe  gieat  .Author  of  the  Universe."     Al'terwards 
he  sent  lieinan  to  scIkjoI  at  Cannoiisburg,  Penn- 
I    sylvania,  with  the  view  of  his  stud)'iiig  medicine, 
I     1)111  e\|Misuie  led  to  necicsis  ol  the  lemur,  a  large 
■    p.ut  ol  which  the  doctor   removed.      He  was  lelt 
!    slightly  lame,  anel  gave  up  ihe  study  of  medicine 
to  bei  cjiiie  a  mercdiant,  farmer,  and  general  busi- 
ness man,  in  which  he  was  remarkably  active,  in- 
dnsliious,  ami    Lisehil,  but    a    fatality    adverse    to 
finaiK  ial  success  hovered  over  him. 

Of  the  children  of  Reuben  Hariivm,  the  fol- 
lowing addiiioiuil  particnl.iis  may  be  ol  some 
interest  : 

.■\nna  Harmon  was  born  February  20,  1782, 
in  Rupert;  died  Maich,  1841,  in  Bristol.  She 
was  fcjr  many  years  employed  as  a  srhcjol  teacher 
in  different  townships  of  the  county,  and  is  still 
remembered   by  some  of  the   older   descendants 
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of  the  pioneers  as   the    woman  wlio  could   teach 
them  arithmetic. 

Oary  Harmon  was  born  April  i :;,   17S5;  mar- 
ried William  l.cavitt,  sun  of   lohli    l.eavitt,  l'ls(|., 
of  Warren,  I'rom  whom  she  was  divorced  liocause 
of  intemperance.      Afterwards   she    married    I)r. 
John    lirowii,    and    moved    to    Lancaster,    New 
York,   where   she   died    [anuary    2;,  1.S.14.      She 
was  a  very  ])leasant,  at;reeal)le,  exemplary  woman, 
lietsey  Harmon  was  born  November  12,  17SS, 
and    died    November   7,  1S53  ;  married    Samuel 
("lilson,  by  whom  she  had  a  son,  Reuben  H.  Gil- 
son,    and    two   daughters — Mary,    who    married 
Henry   McCilathery,  of  liristol,   and   Julia,    who 
married  Hui;h  Lackey,  of  Youngstown,  who  live 
now  in  Hartsgrove,  Ashtabula  county.      .After  the    j 
death   of    Mr.    (jilson,   she   married   .\lbeit    ()p- 
dycke,  and    lived    in    Hubbard    till    KS56,   when 
they  moved  to    Pulaski,  Williams   countv,   Ohio, 
where  they  prospered  greatly — one  of  the  happiest 
families  to  l)e  met  with  anywhere.      1 'r.  1  Lirmon 
pri.ied   them   both   very  highly,  and   made  them 
two  visits  with  his  wife  and  other  relatives,  which 
were  full  of  pleasure  to  all.      Dr.  Harmon  was  an 
overflowing   fountain    of    life   and    lun    on   such 
occasions.      His   last    visit   was    in    1854.      ]\\  a 
break  in    the   canal    they  were  detainea  a  day  at 
Toledo.    At  the  hotel  a  professional  checker  player 
had  cleaned  out  the  company  at  a  dollar  a  game. 
Dr.  Harmon  wore  a  long  dressing  gown  and  broad 
brimmed    hat,  and    gravely    invited  the  gamester 
to    play   for    amusement,  which    was  contemptu- 
ously   refused.       The    gamesler    kept    ini|uiring, 
"  \Vell,    old    man,    have    you   got    your  coinage 
up  to    risking    a    dollar    yet?"       "I   have   never 
played   for  money,   and   am    too    old     now    to 
break    my    rule,"    was   the    answer.      The    com- 
pany    were    anxious    to    take    their   chance    on 
the   "Old  Man,"   but  the  tem]it.aii>ii  was  iesi-,ted 
till  l.ite   m    the  .illernooii  the  gamester    grew  too 
impudent  to  be  tolerated.      He   was   relieved    of 
five    successive    dollars.     'I'he    broad- brim    was 
tipped  up   a   little,   and   a  t]ui/zing  eye,    asked 
if  he  wished  to  spare  more.     As  he  rose  up,  the 
hooting  was  more  than    he  could  stand;  he  paid 
his  bill,  and  struck  for  another  hotel.      Dr.  Har- 
mon   said     he    thought    the    scanifi    was    worse 
punished  than  he  was  himself,  but  concluded  the 
entl  juslihetl  the  means.      Mr.  and  Mrs.  Opdycke 
had  SIX  sons  and  one  daughter,  who   is    the    wile 
of  O,   II.  Patch,  of  Warren. 


Lucretia  Harmon  was  born  I'V'biuaiv  11,  1791, 
and  married  William  Diaper,  of  Weathersfield, 
who  lived  but  a  short  time.  She  afteiwaids 
married  William  h'razier,  of  Hubbaid,  moved  to 
Trenton,  Ohio,  and  alterwards  to  Dearbnrn, 
Indiana,  wlicie  he  died  in  .M.iv,  1862.  .Mrs. 
h'razier  died  .it  Dillsl>oro,  Indi.ina,  Janu.ny, 
1871,  and  was  the  la-.t  d  the  f.imih  of  ele\en 
children  lour  sons  and  seven  ilaiigliteis,  ot 
whom  nine  were  well  known  by  the  pioneeis  ol 
Trumbull  count)'. 

Hiram  R,  Harmon  was  the  ninth  (hildand 
second  --on,  born  at  Rupert,  Wrnninl,  Deceinljer 
18,  I  7v.li  died  at  lves(irove,  Wisconsin,  (  Ictober 
15,  1852;  was  a  blai  ksmith,  lived  in  Liberty  and 
lirookheld  a  lew  yeais,  then  moved  to  lliistol, 
and  bought  the  Potter  I'arm,  where  he  kept  a 
hotel  for  manv  years,  winking  at  his  trade  some, 
and  f.irming  extensively.  He  sold  his  farm,  and 
moved  on  one  a  n.ile  west  of  the  village,  but  a  few 
years  later  moved  We^-t,  and  died  of  aijoiilexy  in 
the  harvest  field  about  tliree  \ears  after,  an 
active,  industrious,  honest,  and  capable  man,  and 
a  zealous  advocate  of  temperance  and  anti- 
slavery. 

llenian  R.  Harmon  was  born  I''ebriiary  12, 
179S,  and  died  Deicmber  1,  1859.  He  began 
bu'-ine-.s  early  in  Waireii  .is  a  merchant,  dealt  ex- 
tensuelv  in  cattle,  taking  l.irge  droves  k'ast,  and 
carried  on  a  laige  farm  near  the  springs.  He 
was  at  different  times  a  membei  of  the  firm  ol 
Haiiiion  Prothers,  of  Harmon  i\;  Siiles,  and  of 
K.  K.  Hoyt  ^S;  (Jo.,  and  of  Harmon  &  Johnson. 
He  served  two  terms  as  sheriff  of  the  county, 
was  an  ardent  politician,  and  an  indefatigable 
worker  in  all  that  he  undertook,— aided  in  the 
manufacture  of  the  Heath  mowing  machine,  and 
started  the  Ihst  one  in  the  county.  Liberal- 
minded,  truthful  and  kind  to  all,  he  did  work 
enough  to  have  amassed  a  fortune.  LI  is  losses 
grew  out  of  adverse  circumstances  more  than 
from  special  faults  of  his  own. 

Dr.    lohn    P.    Harmon    was   born    in    Rupert,     , 
Pennington  county,  \'ermont,  October  19,   1780;     j 
was  named   after   John    Prown,   a    friend    of  his     , 
father  in  the  Vermont  .Assembly.     Llis  earl)  edu-     ' 
cation     was     limiteil,     but     he     was     sutliciently 
a(quainted  with  Latin  to  give  him  a  good  under-     ■ 
standing  of  the  Latin  terms  in  use  in  the  medical 
books  of  his   d.ay.      He  was   correct   in    spelling 
and  grammar,  quick  and  accurate  in  arithmetic,     ■ 
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well  versed  in  Englisli  and  American  history, 
and  was  fond  of  siieculative  ini|uiries,  such  as 
I.oike's  I'lssay  on  the  Human  Understanding;, 
Hume's  Moral,  I'olilical,  and  Reliijions  l'",ssavs, 
etc.  He  was  parlial  to  poetry  also,  I'opc,  liurns, 
and  Shakespeare  he  often  (|uottd,  as  .wt-ll  as 
Cowper  and  Watts.  'The  liible  was  at  his 
tongue's  end  as  nnieh  as  with  a  Methodist  or 
Disciple  minister.  In  polilirs  he  was  a  Jcffer- 
sonian,  afterwards  a  |.  (J.  .Adams  man  and  Whig. 
In  medicine  he  was  cautious  and  conservatise, 
but  progressi\e,  so  as  always  to  adopt  new  views 
and  remedies  so  far  as  reason  and  exjierience 
showed  them  to  be  of  value.  In  1S14  16  he 
abandoned  venesection  in  camp  lever.  He  early 
ado|)ted  stimulants  and  cold  water  in  fevers,  and 
chlorate  potassa,  tincture  of  iron,  and  digitalis 
in  scarlet  fever.  Ether  and  chloroform  he  hailed 
at  once  as  bocms  to  the  suffering.  At  seventy 
years  of  age  he  was  more  progressive  than  many 
doctors  of  thirty-five.  He  was  bold  and  skillful 
in  surgical  operaticms,  ha\ing  a  hand  which  re- 
mained steady  to  the  last.  Hut  he  always 
studied  carefully  every  operation  of  danger  be- 
fore he  began  it.  His  knowletlge  of  anatomy 
was  derived  largely  from  books  and  plates,  but  it 
was  accuiate  and  minute.  I  lis  observation  was 
acute  to  a  ])r(jverl),  and  his  sound  judgment  was 
admitted  as  master  of  all.  The  late  Tracy  ISron- 
son,  M.  I-).,  said  of  him:  "He  had  the  best 
judgment  of  us  all.  I  thought  I  had  as  nuii  h 
science,  but  when  we  got  in  a  pincli  and  didn't 
know  what  to  do,  he  would  see  at  a  glance,  ami 
help  us  out.  ' 

l'>om  iSoo  to  1.S06  he  aided  his  father  in  the 
salt  Works,  which  were  carried  f)n  extensively, 
and  (mnished  salt  to  the  seulcrs  at  dist.mt  points, 
as  well  as  those  nearer.  Ilcenjoyeil  the  com-  1 
mon  sport  of  the  day,  deer  and  bear  hunting,  and  ] 
was  one  of  the  most  e.\[)ert  at  an  off-hand  long 
shot.  One  winter  he  hatl  some  twenty  deer 
strung  up  on  a  hill  a  mile  west  of  the  springs. 
The  law  of  hunters  made  such  property  mcjre 
sat'e  than  bolts  and  hjcks  now  make  our  hams 
and  bacon.  The  fat  of  the  bear  was  used  in 
cooking.  Dr.  Harmon  used  to  sav,  "with  a 
short  cake  in  his  Ixjsom,  made  from  bears'  oil, 
he  could  travel  further  on  a  lumt  or  a  ride,  than 
on  any  other  fijod."  f)ne  time  he  treed  a  cub, 
placed  his  gun  at  the  foot  of  the  tree,  and  his 
dog  to  guard  it,  and  (limbing  secured   the  cub. 


Its  ciies  quickly  brought  the  she  bear  from  the 
thicket,  but  the  sagacious  dog,  keeping  out  of 
her  reach,  i|ui(  kly  seized  her  as  she  essayed  the 
tree,  so  at  last  she  retreated,  and  Harmon  de- 
scended with  his  cub,  and  regained  his  gun, 
when  the  bear  renewed  the  attack.  Hacking  off 
with  the  cub  on  liis  shoulders,  and  the  dog  at 
the  heels  of  the  enraged  animal,  while  he  held 
his  gun  cocked,  and  ready  lor  the  shot,  he  saw 
her  finally  give  up  the  pursuit,  and  he  bore  his 
cub  home  in  triumph. 

In  1804  Dr.  I'.noch  l.eavitt  settled  in  I.eav- 
ittsburg,  and  Dr.  llaiinon  resort-d  to  hiin  at 
intervals  for  study.  In  iSoS  he  returned  from 
Vermont  and  located  in  Warren.  His  piactice 
ra|)idly  increased,  and  altiiuugh  the  fees  were 
low,  yet  they  enabled  him  to  meet  his  large 
expenses  easily.  Part  of  this  time  he  boarded  at 
the  tavern  kept  on  .Market  street,  by  Colonel 
William  W.  Cotgreave,  by  whom  he  was  commis- 
sioned surgeon  of  the  Second  regiment,  ]'"ifth 
brigade,  I'ourth  division  of  the  militia  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  on  the  loth  day  of  August,  1S13. 
This  commission  was  rejieated  by  Stephen 
Oviatt,  (olonel,  I'ebniarv  5,  1S17,  and  by 
Governor  Worthington,  July  17,  iSiS,  only  his 
brigade  was  the  fust,  and  the  lank  of  captain 
was  assigned  to  him.  He  was  piresent  at 
the  attack  on  Fort  Mackinaw  in  iSij;.  When 
our  foices  first  reached  tlie  fort.  Dr.  Har- 
mon urged  an  immediate  attack,  but  the  general 
delayed  some  three  days,  during  which  it  was 
reinlorced,  and  the  attack  was  rejiulsed  with 
great  loss.  During  the  t'lglu  a  captain  was  shot 
with  a  pioisoned  arrow  in  the  body.  His  suffer- 
ings were  great,  and  he  cried  out,  "Oh  doctor, 
lor  ( lod's  sake  give  me  a  cup  of  water."  -A  spring 
near  by  had  been  alternately  in  possession  of 
the  contending  parties.  The  doctor  got  a  squad 
of  twenty  men,  and  gained  jjossession  long  enough 
to  secure  some  muddy  water.  The  captain 
drank  a  cupful  and  exclain.ed,  "Now,  if  I  had  a 
shot  at  that  d — d  Indian  I'd  die  content." 

On  returning  to  Cleveland  the  doctor  was  left 
on  the  boat  with  his  sick  and  wounded  while  the 
officers  proceeded  to  the  tavern.  He  charged 
them  first  of  all  to  send  supplies  to  the  boat, 
waiting  until  he  bc<  ame  impatient,  he  went  to 
the  hotel  and  lound  the  company  at  table.  To 
an  invitation  U)  a  seal,  he  sternly  replied,  "  He 
did  not  eat  till  the  sick  were  cared  for."     'I'heir 
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needs  were  attended  to  while  tlie  feasting  was 
delayed. 

Near  the  close  of  the  war  he  resumed  practice 
in  Warren,  and  from  this  time  on  his  rides  ex- 
tended j^reatly,  reachini;  to  Clc\'clarul,  Paines- 
ville,  Ashtabula  o)i  the  lake,  and  a  long  dibtance 
in  all  directions,  as,  mdecd,  they  had  previously, 
but  now  more  freipiently.  These  rides  were 
made  on  horseback,  and  it  is  no  wonder  that 
he  sought  out  the  elastic,  casvgaited  ia(.er. 
The  fast  walk,  easy  trot,  courage,  and  endurance 
made  him  indispensalile.  One  night  his  favorite 
"lluck  Rabl)it"  broke  through  the  ice  with  him  in 
crossing  Muscpiito  cieek,  near  Captain  Joseph 
Marvin's.  The  game  hotse  struggled  through 
ice  and  up  the  steep  miry  bank.  The  do<:tor 
rode,  with  his  clothes  froze  to  him,  some  four 
miles  on,  sat  beside  a  woman  in  labor  and  rude 
home  without  food  the  next  niorning. 

In  the  winter  of  iSi6  he  laid  out  in  the  woods, 
three  miles  west  of  \\'arren,  in  a  fierce  storm,  his 
horse  chained  to  a  sapling,  and  himself  beside  a 
log,  while  the  wolves  kept  U|)  iheii  howhng  and 
snapping  at  his  horse,  who  kept  them  at  bay  wiih 
his  heels.  lie  lost  his  w.Uch  there,  but  noted 
the  spot  so  carefully  that  it  was  fiiund  the  next 
spring.  In  riding  home  one  night  the  doctor 
fell  asleep,  and  his  horse  walked  a  fourteen-inc  h 
stringer  laid  across  the  'Mahoning  rivet  at  the 
"\\'ilmot  center  of  the  world,"  and  as  he  slej^ped 
off  the  doctor  wakened,  to  lind  how  safely  his 
favorite  had  carried  him  over.  l!ut  sometimes 
the  roads  were  too  bad  for  the  best  of  horses. 
Then  the  doctor  went  afoot  with  his  saddle-b.igs 
on  his  arm,  across  the  country  as  best  he  C(juld. 
His  light,  agile  step  enabled  him  to  do  a  v.ist 
deal  of  such  pilgrimages.  In  one  of  these 
tramps  he  walked  si\tv-fn  e  miles,  sf.ii  iiiig  .it  bie.ik 
ol  d  i\ ,  -eeiiig  m.iin  p.ilu  ills,  .11  ul  1  e.u  hiiig  home 
.11   10  o'l  lock  .It  night. 

In  the  winter  of  1.S16  he  attended  a  family  of 
six  children  and  the  p.uents  in  .Auiora,  all  down 
with  the  epidemic  ol  typhoid  pueuiMoni;i.  lie 
leached  them  eai  h  niglit,  l.iidupon  the  hearth 
floor,  and  returned  next  day.  Upon  their  recov- 
ery, he  was  himself  taken  sic  k.  lie  went  to  the 
house  of  his  mother  at  "Salt  .Spiiiigs,''  hired  a 
trusty  nurse,  and  gave  her  direi  lions  how  to 
manage  him  in  the  bad  turns  of  the  disease,  with 
the  promise  of  his  horse  and  saddle  should  he  not 
receiver,      (hie  night  he  was  thought  to  be  dying. 


Dr.  John  W.  Seeley  was  sent  for,  but  he  said  "Dr. 
John  IJ.  will  lie  all  right  in  the  morning,"  and  did 
not  visit  him.  The  nurse  tided  him  through,  but 
for  six  months  after  he  was  so  emaciated  as  to 
ride  with  a  pillow  on  his  saddle,  and  carried  a 
1  old  loot,  which  he  had  to  waim  even  in 
warm   weather,  ever  after. 

In  iSiO  he  bought  the  frame  (which  had  been 
erected  the  year  previous)  on  lot  forty  in  Warren, 
and  in  1817  finished  the  story  and  a  halt  dwell- 
ing, where  lie  afterwards  resided.  His  sisters,  Mrs. 
(_'lara  l.eavittand  .Mrs.  Duiiicomb,  kept  house 
tor  him  Several  years.  Mrs.  1  )uns( dinli  •.  as  made 
blind  b\'  small  pox,  but  was  a  neat  housekeeper; 
kept  everything  easy  in  her  hands,  ccjuld  make  a 
good  shirt  even,  and  made  a  good  home  for  the 
doctor  as  well  as  herself,  her  husband  having 
died  early  after  his  remo\al  fiom  Rupert  to  the 
springs  in  1S03.  Afterwards  tlie  wife  of  Cap- 
tain Thompson  (who  taught  in  the  acailemv) 
kept  house  for  him.  In  ii^22,  h'ebruary  otli,  he 
married  .Sarah  Hana  at  rembroke,  New  York. 
.Alihoiigli  never  engaged,  an  earl)'  friend  had  for- 
saken liim  lor  another,  and  tliis  no  doubt  had 
led  liiiii  to  postpone  so  iiiipoitant  an  event,  but 
at  the  suggestion  of  Mrs.  l.eavitt,  mother  of  the 
late  (]eorge  Parsons,  and  an  aunt  of  Miss  1  »ana, 
he  had  obtained  b}'  letter  "tlie  promise."  He 
drove  on  in  a  double  team  sleigh,  was  introduced 
to  the  bride  to  be,  and  the  next  d.iy  started  lor 
home.  He  could  mjl  have  fjund  one  better 
suited  to  aid  liiin  m  his  liard  t(_iil,  had  he  looked 
over  New  I'^ngl.md. 

Although  ill  poor  he.ilth,  she  kept  his  house  in 
order  —  kept  track  of  liis  p:itients,  provided  for  all 
his  li(_ime  w.iiUs  with  ecoiiomv,  and  lelt  him  free 
of  all  such  (  ares  as  often  s'ex  men  m  iheii  homes. 

In  tlu'  summer  o[  \S:2  \h.  l.e.ivitt  wished  to 
opei.ite  on  a  Mrs.  Xortoii  for  the  reino\al  of  a 
tumor  m  the  alidouieii.  N'oung  I  )r.  I  l.irmon  ad- 
vised against  it,  but  I  )r.  l.eavitt  had  removed  a 
large  fatty  tumor  from  a  Mrs.  tlaylonl  some  two 
years  before,  and  was  determined  that  this  was  like 
It.  It  proved  to  be  a  cancerous  mass  on  the  under 
side  of  the  liver.  He  handed  the  knife  to  Dr. 
Harmon,  who  dissected  out  several  masses  from 
the  size  of  a  goose's  egg  to  a  sniall  inillet's 
egg.  Dr.  Leavitt  staid  with  her  six  days  and 
nights,  and  she  recovered  so  as  to  nd;  to 
'iVarren,  a  distance  of  some  three  miles,  but  died 
about  four  months  after.      During  his  attendance 
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on  lier  Dr.  Harmon  was  inihired  by  Mrs.  I.oavitt 
to  ndopt  oiiL-  of  lier  tiniiL;litcrs,  Mitty,  then  a  girl 
of  eiyht  years.  Slic  proscil  lo  \)u  a  wiuii.in  of 
rare  good  sense,  an  cidei  sister  to  his  rliildreii, 
and  a  life  long  faithful  d.uighlcr.  She  was  horn 
June  23,  i,Si4,  at  Haiiiliurgh,  New  \'(irk ;  mar- 
ried Jacol)  Oimperling  April  S,  1S53,  lived  sev- 
eral years  in  Hudson,  Ohio,  then  moved  to 
Ravenna,  where  he  died  December  25,  i.S.).S. 
She  retiu'ned  to  Dr.  Harmon's,  and  married  Rev. 
John  McLean,  then  in  Bristol,  November  4, 
1863.  She  tiled  in  I'anfield  in  1878  or  1879; 
was  a  devoted  .Methodist  from  sixteen  years  of 
age,  and  was  highly  respected  by  many  warm 
friends. 

In  1830  Dr.  Harmon  was  prostrated  by  a 
severe  run  of  fever,  which  nearly  [iroved  fatal. 
Ill  1833  he  was  pulled  by  a  colt  he  was  leading, 
from  his  saddle,  and  his  horse  ran,  dragging  hun 
by  the  heels  in  his  stirru|i  till  the  breaking  of  the 
girth  released  him.  His  back  was  so  hurt  that 
he  could  not  sit  down  or  get  up  for  a    Imig   time 


fuigers  had  no  business  to  be  d.ibbling  in  medi- 
cine." This  w.as  not  true  of  him,  but  it  indicated 
his  belief,  llial  a  man  slimild  quit  Ijcfore  he  be- 
comes incoiii])ctcnt.  His  help,  luiwever,  contin- 
ued to  Ije  sought  in  lounsel  <iften,  and  was  ever 
of  aid  to  his  snn,  who  was  taking  his  place  in 
active  work.  His  last  case  of  obstetrics  was  in 
July,  1857.  His  prac  tice  in  this  branch  extended 
over  fifty  live  years.  He  early  supplied  himself 
with  a  complete  set  of  obstetrical  instruments, 
and  was  expert  in  their  use.  In  general  surgery 
he  was  recognized  as  a  master  till  the  time  of.Vck- 
ley.  In  his  fine  sense  of  touch  and  cautious  judg- 
ment he  occasionally  proved  himself  superior 
even  to  him,  and  the  still  more  celebrated  .Muti, 
of  New  \'ork  ciiv. 

In  1838  he  was  sued  fcjr  malpractice,  in  hav- 
ing (as  was  s.iid)  unnecessarily  amputated  a  leg. 
The  prosecution  was  conducted  by  the  Hon.  J. 
R.  Ciiddings,  with  the  help  of  \\'ade,  Sutliff,  and 
Ranney.  The  defence  was  made  by  David  Tod 
and     R.      r.     Spalding.       The     lei;     had     lieen 


thout  help.      Years  alter    in    attempting   to   do    I    ciushed    bv   a   timber  rolling  down  from  the  tnp 


so  he  would  suddenly  fill  helpless.  Hut  he  kept 
at  his  Wdik.  In  I'ebruar)',  1838,  h.^  horse  ran 
away  and  broke  his  ribs  and  one  leg,  and  he  lay 
in  the  snow  for  some  time  till  f(.iunii  by  John 
McConnell,  whose  son  William  he  was  visiting. 
He  was  helped  in  his  sleigh,  and  went  on  and 
prescribed  for  his  ])atient,  and  was  brotight  home 
before  his  own  injuries  were  cared  for.  About 
1840  a  tumor  formed  on  his  left  side,  beneath 
the  deep  pectoral  muscle.  It  was  oiiened  by 
Dr.  Delamater,  and  again  by  Dr.  Hronson,  and 
a  seton  |)Ut  m.  The  mllammation  was  severe, 
and  was  nearly  fatal.  In  the  summer  of  1S45 
he  was  again  severelv  sick,  and  again  in  185.1  he 
had  a  congestive  chill,  m  which  lor  lour  hours  he 
seemed  to  be  past  ie(  over\'.  .Ml  of  these  atta<ks 
were  results  of  excessive  wdik  and  special  inju- 
ries, which  his  iron  constitution  enabled  him  to 
survive. 

In  1852  he  returned  I'.ast  with  his  wife  and 
visited  his  early  home  and  hers  also.  They 
spent  six  wefks  of  May  and  June  in  such  pleas- 
ant way.  He  found  the  remains  of  his  father's 
old  copper  mill,  still  at  Rupert,  and  several  boys 
like  himself  grown  to  be  seventy  and  eighty  years 
of  age. 

In  185.1  he  foreswore  practice,  saying  that 
"an   old     man     without     eyes,    eais,     teeth,     or 


if  a  c.ibjn  wlii.  h  was  hemg  raised.  Doi  tors 
|ohn  W.  and  S)ivanus  Seeley  were  (ailed  in,  on  ' 
the  second  day  as  counsel,  and  the  operation  w.is  ; 
done.  They  were  all  sued.  The  uni]uesti(jne(l 
ability  of  the  stngeons,  and  the  fame  of  the 
counsel,  gave  tlie  case  great  notoriety.  The  issue  ' 
was  squarely  made:  Had  an  ignorant  ivublic  the 
right  to  pass  jtidgment  on  the  action  of  three 
eminent  surgeons,  who  had  lully  considered  the 
case  at  the  time?  Giddings  claimed  the  right, 
and  had  succeeded  a  few  years  before  in  obtaining 
a  verdict  against  a  doctor  in  Ashtabula  county, 
for  not  |)roperly  caring,  as  was  charged,  for  an 
injured  ankle.  He  was  a  monomaniac  on  the 
subjc(  t,  as  it  were,  and  left  iiulhing  undone  that 
a  zealous  and  able  man  could  do,  to  win  his 
case.  'I'od  and.  Spalding  were  e(|ually  zealous  and 
able  for  the  defence,  and  were  completely  suc- 
cessful. The  expense  was  I  nge.  It  cost  Dr.  Hai- 
nion  more  than  he  had  e\'cr  made  from  surgery; 
but  it  showed  to  the  public  the  essential  impu- 
dence of  such  prosecutions,  and  has  lesulted  in 
a  better  understanding  of  medical  res|)onsibility. 
There  is  no  more  sense  in  such  a  suit  than  there 
wcnild  be  if  a  doctor  should  assume  to  prosecute 
three  eminent  lawyers  for  losing  a  case  they  h.id 
done  their  best  to  win,  and  such  is  tlie  feeling 
now  with  the  legal  profession. 
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Dr.  Harmon  was  usually  a  sileut,  ilioughtful 
man,  but  when  occasion  called  oxpressctl  him- 
self lluently  and  clearly.  He  was  outs[iokon  in 
all  his  convictions,  and  gave  his  reasons  with 
such  force  and  originality  as  to  command  a  re- 
spectful hearing.  While  o|.)posing  invariably 
what  he  thought  errois  in  religion,  he  yet  made 
lirm  friends  among  the  most  devout  o(  women, 
and  the  ablest  of  prea:'hers.  From  early  days 
until  his  decease  Presbyterians  and  Methodists, 
liaptists  and  Disciples  alike  patroni/eil  and  hon- 
ored him.  Said  the  women,  "We  can't  see  why 
he  thought  as  lie  did,  but  he  was  surely  a  good 
man,  and  he  has  gone  to  heaven,"  He  was  ever 
at  the  call  of  the  sick,  whether  ])ay  was  to  be  had 
or  not.  He  sometimes  swam  his  horse  across 
the  Mahoning,  swollen  with  lloating  ice,  to  meet 
a  professional  engagement.  A  large  jiart  of  his 
life  regular  sleep  was  unknown  to  him.  Within 
the  memory  ol  liis  children  he  has  gone  two 
weeks  without  undressing  at  home,  because  of 
daily  calls.  He  learned  to  sleep  on  his  iiorse, 
or  in  his  sulky,  and  when  he  lay  down  instantly 
fell  asleep;  would  awake  at  a  call,  put  up  medi- 
,  cine  in  his  bed,  gi\e  directicjiis,  and  be  .isleep 
before  the  waiter  was  out  of  the  room.  He  had 
his  amusements.  'I'he  lleet  horse  must  be  put 
to  his  mettle,  and  he  delighted  in  the  rai  e,  not 
for  gaming  but  for  love  of  the  beauty  and  lleet- 
ness  of  the  horse.  .\bt)Ut  1850  the  "\\'airen 
locky  Club"  was  formed,  and  a  mile  track  was 
made  on  the  John  Leavitl  (ilow  James  Hoyi) 
faim  in  l.eavittsburg.  In  the  spring  and  fall  one, 
two,  three,  and  lour  mile  laces  were  held. 
.S|)orting  men  came  with  the  best  rac  ers  of  neigh- 
lioring  States.  1  )r.  llamion  kipt  some  ol  the 
llettest  himself.  'I'he  l'enn^\  K.ini.i  iV  Ohio  canal 
went  through  the  tr.uk  and  ended  the  sp  at  m 
rSjo.  In  boyhood  he  began  the  play  of  check- 
ers, at  which  he  soon  became  the  b'vst  of  his  day. 
In  the  leisure  hours  of  later  lile  he  often  met  his 
friends,  the  Seeleys,  ISronson,  and  King,  in  the 
auditor's  office,  where  Jacob  H.  IJaldwin  jire- 
sided  so  long,  and  had  a  lilt.  He  had  less  fond- 
ness for  back-gammon,  but  indulged  in  that 
occasionally  with  Judge  Pease,  Parsons,  and 
Freeman,  and  others,  fie  had  become  known 
as  a  checker  ]ilayer  from  .Maine  to  New  Oilcans. 
Champion  players  from  all  parts  came  to  play 
with  him,  only  to  find  their  superior.  He  ex- 
celled  in  whatever    he  undeitook.      His   natural 


endowments  were  of  tlie  very  high.est  order. 
One  who  had  seen  the  leading  public  men  of  his 
age,  both  in  this  country  and  abroad,  said:  "He 
always  impressed  me  as  being  the  peer  of  any 
man  I  ever  met."  'I'he  last  few  years  of  his  life 
were  spent  in  quiet  ease.  \'ouiig  in  face,  hair 
but  slightly  graj',  and  scarcely  thinned,  erei  I  and 
straight  as  an  arrow,  he  look  his  d.-uly  w.ilks  with 
a  light  step,  reail  the  news  of  the  day  and  the 
last  Medic.il  lounial,  and  mingled  wilh  his 
friends,  cheerful  and  thoughlful  himself,  and 
gieaiU'  revere, I  by  all.  He  w.is  taken  with  an 
acute  ;ileuro-pneumonia  in  lanuaiy,  and  died 
February  7,  1S58. 

The  Cleveland    Leader  said  of  him  :  . 

Ih.    II. union    w.ib     skillfu!    and    scicntiru;,    .md   tn--t    the  / 
l.ir^i'st  MUci-s^    In   wImlIi    oih'    m    111-,    pri/lvssiun    cm   .lU.nn 
.\^  ,1  111, in.  lie  w.i^  true  in  .ill  hislrl.ilioii^,  n  f.iitl.rni  liii^h.iiul 
km. I   l.illiin,  ii|,hf;ii,.^    ii,-it;lil..jr,    >t.-.u!f.isl.    Hi'i"'!"":'   frli-iiil,| 
p.itiiiitic  Liti/cll,  .1  liullier  m  evei y  ^uixl  uoik,  .i    ijrcal.  i^u'nl/ 
.Tiiil  Uue  man   -"  we  ne'er  ^hall  look  iijion  liib  like  aL;.iiii." 

His  wife,  .Sarah  (l).uia)  Harmon,  was  born  in 
iMilield,  (Jonnecticul,  Septembei  2.(,  1  7ufi  ;  was 
the  seventh  daughter  ol  Daniel  and  Doioihy 
(Kibbee)  D.ina.  Her  f.ilher  was  born  in  .\sli- 
lord,  ( 'onnei  ticut,  Seplemlier  1  0,  1  760,  and  died 
in  Warien,  November  8,  i8v;.  He  graduated 
at  N'.ile  college,  and  was  a  studious  man  of  let- 
ters ;  of  the  fifth  generatinii  Iroiii  Rirhard  Dana, 
who  immigrated  Irom  France,  and  ilied  .11  ( 'ain- 
bridge,  Massai  husells,  .\piil  2,  1690.  Miss 
Dana  w.is  delii  ate  in  health,  barely  es'-aping 
death  m  eailv  womanhood  by  consimiption  ;  but 
liad  perse\eracce  and  energy  sullicieiit  to  enable 
her  to  meet  the  demands  of  her  day  with  ample 
success.  She  w.is  a  fiiend  to  all  ;  her  "ihaiity 
co\ered  a  muhilude  of  siiii  "  in  the  erring,  and 
her  household  gifts  were  e\er  at  the  disposal  of 
the  young,  who  l.u  keil  m  the  renulsites  of  good 
housekeeping.  She  toiled  hard  to  bring  up  the 
family,  and  was  anxious  to  see  them  educated  as 
wel'  as  possible.  In  the  evenings  her  kiti  hen 
table  was  set  for  her  bo^TTo  studv,  and  with  the 
intuitive  tart  of  woman,  she  could  help  them  to 
learn  what  she  did  not  know  herself  She  was 
a  natural  cook,  and  delighted  in  surprising  her 
family  with  new  dishes.  The  love  of  llowers 
was  strong  within  her,  and  she  kept  as  many  in 
her  door-)ard  as  economy  would  permit.  Slie 
early  liecame  a  member  of  the  I'resbytei  ian 
church,  and  remained  a  quiet,  unobtrusive,  but 
firm  and  consistent  member.     After  the  death  of 
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her  husband,  sht:  gave  up  the  cares  of  the  house, 
and  led  an  easy,  cheerful  hfc  till  its  close,  No- 
vember 6,  iS6S. 

They  had  six  children.  Jolm  1!.  Harmon,  Jr., 
born  October  29,  1S22;  graduated  at  Vale  in 
1S42,  a  lawyer  of  San  l-'rancisco;  grand  master 
of  Odd  I'V-Uows  in  1X78-79,  to  whom  they  gave 
a  grand  reception  in  Warren  October  4,  1S78,  in 
which  the  citizens  iniiversally  joined,  making  it 
by  far  the  grandest  celebration  ever  held  in  War- 
ren, if  not  in  the  State.  Six  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-two guests  sal  at  the  table  at  one  time  in  the 
Methodist  church,  details  of  which  m.iy  be 
found  on  another  page,  in  the  History  of  Odd 
Fellowship. 

Doctor  Julian  Harmon,  born  August  i,  1S24; 
graduated  at  Western  Reserve  college  August, 
1846,  at  Cleveland  .Mctlical  college  b'ebruary 
28,  1849;  I'racliced  with  his  father  till  March  i, 
1854;  continued  alone  till  June,  i860,  when  Dr. 
J.  T.  Smith  formed  a  ])arlnership  with  him. 
Smith  went  out,  as  assistant  surgecjii  with 
the  Second  C)liio  volunteer  cavaliy  in  1861. 
l>r.  Harmon  continued  his  rides  during  the 
war,  during  which  his  practice  became  very 
extensive.  In  the  winter  of  1S62-63  he  rode 
horseli.ii  k  through  snow  and  uuid  for  ninety 
consecutive  days,  a  tri[)  of  Irom  thirty-two  to 
fifty-two  miles,  going  on  foot  evenings  and  morn- 
ings around  tlie  town.  r)ne  night  he  walked 
between  8  and  1 1  o'clock  six  miles,  after  a  ride 
of  fifty-one  miles.  Small  and  delicate,  he  seemed 
unfitted  for  such  work,  and  was  induced  to  en- 
ter the  drug  business  in  September,  1S65.  He 
left  it  April  I,  1868,  having  lost  some  $16,000. 
His  wife  had  died  six  weeks  previous,  an<l  he 
was,  in  conseiiuciue,  depiived  ol  the  help  here- 
lied  on,  which  made  his  pei  imiaiy  loss  greater. 
He  resume  d  practice  in  his  iildcflire,  with  Dr. 
.Metcalf,  till  .'\|'ril,  1875,  siiu  e  when  he  ha,-,  been 
alone.  He  has  acted  as  examining  surgeon  for 
'rrumbull  county,  for  pensions,  tor  some  twenty 
years;  is  an  active  member  of  Trumbull  county, 
Northeastern  Ohio,  and  the  State  Medical  so- 
cieties, and  has  been  a  trustee  of  the  Newburg 
insane  asylum  and  of  tlie  Western  Reserve  col- 
lege. 

He  married  J.  Rebecca  Swift,  daughter  of 
fleorge  and  Olive  (Kinsman)  Swift,  July  50, 
1857,  by  whom  he  has  tw(j  daughters  and  one 
son.      He  was  married   again,    June   6,    1871,10 


Ahiry  E.  .liostwick,  daughter  of  I,.  1,.  and  Mar- 
garet (Wetmore)  Ilostwick,  of  Canfield,  by  whom 
he  has  one  son  living,  an  elder  one  having  died 
October  26,  1881.  He  himself  was  severely  sick 
t'rom  thirteen  to  nineteen  years  of  age,  and  in 
1851,  and  again  in  1871  was  nearly  cut  off  by 
erysipelas  of  head  and  neck.  In  i.'i/Jo  he  was 
])rostrated  nine  weeks  by  jaundice,  and  has  ha<l 
iKj  light  burden  of  infirmity  to  contend  with  a 
large  part  of  his  life. 

The  loss  of  Captain  Harmon's  son  Ellis,  (whom 
he  had  adopted)  at  thirteen  years  of  age,  and  his 
own  son,  (Muulie,  at  nine  years,  both  by  malig- 
nant dipluheri.i,  were  severe  disappointments  of 
his  hopes  in  the  future.  The  sudden  loss  of  his 
wife,  h'eluiary  13,  186S,  made  a  black  chasm 
across  his  pallnvay.  I'lrilliant  and  socialjle,  un- 
wearying and  devoted  as  a  wife  and  mother,  gen- 
erous and  helpful,  she  was  taken  away  just  when 
she  would  have  been  ol  the  highest  value  to  him 
andlheirchildren.  His  sister  was  aclose  friend  and 
intellectual  <-om].ianion  and  adviser,  whose  recent 
loss  has  added  heavily  to  his  burdens.  Amid  all, 
he  has  remained  true  to  his  manhood.  Integrity 
unsullied,  and  elastic  in  spirits,  he  bids  fair  to 
keep  his  shi|)  alhjat  awhile  longer,  and  bring  her 
to  port  in  giiod  trim  at  last.  .\s  a  physuan  he 
has  been  pri)m|it  in  atleiulance,  cpiick  to  lecog- 
ni/e  and  skillful  in  combating  the  dangcruus 
forms  of  disease.  He  was  emiiiently  siHcesslul  '^ 
in  1854  during  an  epidemic  of  vesicular  bionchilis 
.imtHig  children.  During  the  great  prevalence 
of  scarlet  fe\erand  diphtheria  in  1  86 1-62-63  and 
1864  he  lost  Init  very  few  out  of  a  large  number  of 
cases.  In  the  gravest  accidents  ot  obstetric  prac- 
tice he  has  been  prompt,  skillful  and  successful, 
for  man)'  \ears  he  acted  as  surgeon  lor  the  ( 'leve- 
l.md  \:  Mahoning,  and  Atlantii  i^  Great  Western 
lailroads,  and  lias  managed  some  des])erately  bad 
(  ases  with  most  gratifying  success.  Uiias?uming 
in  manners,  devoid  uf  all  trickery,  frank  in  speech, 
(dear  in  convictions,  enthusias'ic  in  the  love  ol 
his  iirofession,  he  may  fairly  be  called  a  chip  from 
the  granite  bhick. 

Captain  Charles  R.  Harmon  was  born  Novem- 
ber 4,  i82ti.  Active  and  restless  as  a  child,  he 
abhorred  the  confinement  of  school,  but  when 
tlie  fit  was  on  him,  would  learn  in  a  few  weeks 
all  that  his  mates  had  spent  a  hill  term  on.  .\t 
thirteen  he  entered  the  store  of  I''-,  h^.  Hoyt  ^: 
Co.  as  clerk,  and  remained  there  till  1S46,  when 
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he  liL'ranie  a  clt-rk  with  T.  I',  r.llis  X:  Co,,  of 
New  Vcjrk  city,  (1c:ili.r.s  in  linrdware.  March  <;, 
1848,  lie  married  Mary,  ilaiiL;lUcr  ot'  lames  and 
Sarah  (Heywond)  llezle|i,  ol  (liraid,  Oliio,  and 
establislied  himself  in  the  hardware  business  at 
^\■'al^en,  in  company  with  Ivdwaul  ]■',.  Ilnyt, 
under  the  firm  name  ol  llaiUKMi  \:  Co.  Mr. 
lloyt  withdrew  theii'  part  of  the  luisiness  from 
the  firm  of  E.  K.  Itoyt  iv  Co.,  and  Charlie 
pushed  the  business  to  a  larijc  extent.  War- 
ren Packard  and  James  C..  Ilrooks  were  his 
clerks.  In  a  few  years  the  firm  was  dissolved, 
and  he  continued  the  business  alone.  Packard 
was  started  in  a  separate  store  with  $1,300  woitli 
of  goods  bou.ght  by  Harmon,  who  was  a  silent 
partner  with  Mr.  I'arkard  ft)r  three  years. 

In  1S54  Mr.  IlaruKin  tornied  a  partnershi|i 
with  ]\.  A.  Opdycke,  but  continued  in  busmess 
only  a  few  months.  An  uncurbed  ]iassion  for 
sport  brought  his  luisiness  to  a  close,  .'-ioon 
after,  he  moved  to  bnva,  remained  there  one  or 
two  years,  and  returned  to  Warren. 

\\'itli  the  aid  of  relati\'es  he  built  a  hf)iise  on 
AWishington  avenue,  published  a  spicy  sheet  in 
the  interest  of  the  Mecca  oil  business  for  aboi.i 
a  year,  enlisted  in  comp.iny  I-'  nf  the  Twenlv- 
f(]urth  r)Iuo  volunti.-er  inlantrv  as  a  pri\ale,  was 
in  the  Western  \'irL;inia  canip.iiL'ii  in  ('uluiiel 
.Amnion's  brigade,  seived  as  a  \ahiable  scmit, 
and  enioyed  the  hearty  respect  of  Cdlonel  .\m- 
mon.  He  was  home  on  a  rrciiiiiing  furloiiL;h 
with  r.mk  of  lieutcnnnt  Xn  h'biuarv  and 
ATarcli,  i86;,/nie  n  joinei!  his  reginieiit  wiih  his 
recruits  ininiediatelv  afier  the  bnllle  of  Shiloh, 
was  the  first  soldier  over  the  dcf'nccs  at  Corinth, 
and  was  in  the  march  (Vom  .Alibmii  to  T.ouis- 
ville  when  the  race  was  lun  on  iiu.nler  i.itions. 

In  a  lelter  to  the  Spiiit  ol  tlie  Tiiucs  he  e.ne 
a  N'iviil  caiic-aliire  ol"  the  perl'orui.anre  under  the 
signature  of  "Reuben.  " 

At  the  linttle  ol    Perryville  he  wrote  honie: 

itiTr  \Vi-  .iru,  tlftva'ivi-  tlM'lls.un!  UHli  in, Mills,  ;iM\inils  tn 
fiL^lil.  'I  liL-  tuiinlry  is  r..lliii;;  ,iml  uni-  imiiiimii  oiiiI,I  ■  uci'ii  it. 
Inil  we  will  h.e-e  nu  or,|c-r  lo  iiiMV,',  Hii.^M  uill  l.-l  M.r,,,,!; 
be  sliui.s^literctl.  lie  \v:ll  nevel-lr^hl  unless  lie  is  lorreii  l.j;  tli.n 
lie  woiilil  c;!!  in  granillv  111  s  ive  his  repnl.ili,  .u  I  liir  olTieers 
sny  il  is  niilv  .1  skirnusli.  liiit  evi-ry  |iriv,iti-  ;is  well  :is  ollieer 
knou  il  is  cliMlh  111  Mc'',j,,l<  ,111.1  Ins  nien, 

At  the  b,ittle  of  Stone  River  the  lieutenant- 
colonel  was  shot  at  the  outset.  In  the  alternoon 
Lieutenant  Harmon  and  men  were  ordered  down 
flat,  to  cool  their  guns  and  let   our  cannon    play 


over  thedi ;  raising  his  head  a  little  upon  liis 
hands,  he  ehcouiaged  his  men,  humming,  "\\'h() 
would  not  be  a  brave  soldier  boy-""  A  sharp- 
shooter up  a  neighboring  tree  sent  a  liiillet 
through  his  brain.  While  being  carried  back, 
.Major  Terry  (then  in  coimnand)  said,  "Malt,  let 
me  see  hiiu."  .\s  he  leaned  forward  llie  same 
gun  brought  him  to  the  ground,  as  lie  was  sa)'ing 
"Oh,  Cod,  but  it's  hard."  .All  the  ofliceis  were 
picked  off  save  one  (aptain,  who  had  more  dis- 
cretion than  \'alor.  'I'he  shaipshooler  was  seen 
at  last,  and  a  volley  riddled  him. 

The  commission  of  (aptain  was  mailed  Lieu- 
tenant ll.irrnon  by  ( 'roveriior  Tod  the  day  he 
was  killed,  and  after  long  discussion  between 
Conrmissioiier  llartlelt  and  Dr.  ].  ILarnion  as  to 
the  pension  his  widow  was  entitled  to,  the  com- 
mission was  returned  home  b\'  the  \aliant  cap- 
tain, who  had  ke]it  it  till  after  the  batile  at  Chicka- 
inauga.  The  same  dav  (aiue  the  pension  as 
lieutenant.  1  h'.  Ilarnion  forwarded  both  to  Wasli- 
iiiLiton,  and  soon  alur  I'lesiijeiit  Lincoln  issued 
an  oidei  that  in  all  siu  h  c.ises  the  soldici  should 
be  put  on  the  rolls  as  it  lie  had  received  his  com- 
mission and  been  formalb  mustered  in.  He  had 
been  acting  captain  lor  some  six  montiis,  and 
justice  »as  done  his  widow  liy  the  eflei  t  of  the 
order. 

Capiam  Harmon  w:is  naturallv  extremely  sen- 
sitive to  sulTeiuig,  -ind  not  till  after  long  effort 
could  he  see  blood  without  fainting,  yet  he  was 
cool,  biave,  and  daring  in  ihe  extiemc 

.Althonuh  addii  ted  lo  spoil,  he  was  ligldlv  teiii- 
]iei'ate,  and  world  not  |i,  runt  liipior  or  tobacco 
to  thiMoimg  in  his  em|iloy.  He  w.is  .1  roiirt"ous 
and  \a-i\'  pipiilir  salesman,  and  (ou'd  comiicind 
.•I  hit;h  salu\'.  Wlieupressvd  wiili  p,i\eit\-,  he 
w.is  oflcicd  .1  sal.ii  \  ol'  one  llioiis.md  doU.iis  to 
ruler  a  L;roeer\'  and  liquor  store  in  Wairen,  but 
said  "he  would  siar\e  sooner  than  engage  in 
su(  h  work."  lie  \vas  a  verv  sociable  and  attract- 
ive miiii,  lorieil  iu  business,  a  reidy  writer, 
furnishiiiL'  a  )ila\'  fir  s(  liool  exhibilious,  or  a  racy 
letter  to  the  Chronicle  troin  ihe  army,  with  ease. 
His  comii.mions  in  arms  honored  and  trusted 
him.  Had  file  spared  him  his  career  would 
have  been  one  of  continued  and  im  reasiiig  suc- 
cess. When  he  ariived  at  Louisville  from 
.Alabama,  the  news  reached  him  ol  the  death  of 
his  twin  son  h.llis,  by  diphllieria.  The  blow  was 
cruel  indeed.      He  wrotehome,  "If ever  I  return,  I 
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sh:ill  Lie  kiokinn  for  llic  dear  lioy,  with  a  '.unpins; 
(.■arlli  can  not  (ill.  If  I  lall,  lit  niv  liody  rc^l 
wIilml-  it  r.ilK."  The  i;iiiictLry  at  Ahimc^- 
biTd  liohls  tlic  remains  of  lew  men  so  lir.i\e, 
unselfisli,  and  ea|i.il)le  as  was  Captain  Cliarles 
R.  Haiinon. 

lulwarcl  1).  Harnion  was  horn  iNLiv  i,  1S31; 
clerked  lor  his  hiother,  (Jhailes  R.,  some  time  ; 
went  to  Calitornia  in  March,  1S53  ;  returned  and 
married  Marie  iMetcalt',  of  Newaik,  Oliio,  in  the 
summer  or  lall  of  1868.  He  is  a  prosperous 
farmer  and  real  estate  dealer  in  Oakland,  (."ali- 
fornia. 

Sarah  D.  Harmon,  their  only  dauLihter,  was 
born  AiJiil  3,  1S33,  and  died  in  Warren,  |ulv  6, 
18S0.  She  was  highly  educated,  and  taiiLjht  in 
the  grammar  and  high  schools  of  Warren,  Dun- 
kirk, Columbus,  I'.lkhart,  and  l'ouL;hkeepsie, 
(Select  Ladies  seminar)',)  and  also  in  Sanlord's 
seminary,  at  Cleveland.  Never  n.ibust,  she  over- 
worked in  her  school  duties,  and  wore  herself 
oul    ]jrematurelv,    hut    had    done    a    good   lile's 


work  with  great  success,  and  hrjre  a  year  and  a 
half  (if  inieiise  suffcsing  with  great  coinage  and 
resign, ition,  and  the  fiiin  hope  of  an  humble 
( 'hrisiian  woin.m. 

Their  )ounge^t  child,  \\'illie,  was  born 
June  30,  1835,  and  died  April  10,  1836, 
a  pet  lavorile  uilli  his  lather,  never  lorgolteii. 
'I'lie  stern,  stoical  man  \e.irs  alier  would  (hop  a 
tear  wlun,  coming  to  Ills  lioine,  some  incident 
would  recall  his  b.ibe.  The  inner  feelings  of 
such  men  are  seldom  understood.  A  few  years 
bclore  his  death,  a  |)0or  woman  said  to  him,  "Oh 
doctor,  you  can't  imagine  how  I  lelt  when  my 
child  was  scaldecl."  "Ah,  mother,"  he  said, 
"yes  I  do;  my  youngest  brother  was  scalded  to 
death,  o\er  I'lt'iy  years  ago,  and  I  hear  his 
cries  again  every  time  I  am  called  to  care  for 
such  a  case."  This  acute  sensiljility,  coupled 
with  resolute  courage  and  self  control,  is  largely 
enstaniped  Ufioii  liis  children,  softened  in  some 
more  than  in  others,  by  the  ipiiet  tenderness  of 
his  wile. 
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